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US History & Government 

 
Imperialism: 

Taking the stage as the World Leader 

Was it justified? 

 

Classwork packet 

 

 
Name _____________________ Per. ____ 
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Entrance task 

 
Foreign Policy 

The US has had to make many tough choices in its foreign policy relations with other countries. 

Foreign Policy: what should it be? 

 

Isolationism: Strict _______________________ in the affairs of  others 

 

Collective Security: Working with other _________________  to influence ________________ 

________________ 

 

Internationalism: Intervening in other countries’ affairs to __________________________ 

___________ _______________ interests and/or to safeguard ______________________ 

 

_______________________: Extending power by _______________________________ 

around the globe or ________________weaker nations to serve ____________ interests.
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Spanish American War 
 

President McKinley’s call for war against Spain, 1898 

 

First:  In the cause of humanity and to put an end to the 
barbarities, bloodshed, starvation, and horrible miseries now 
existing there [in Cuba], and which the parties to the conflict are 
either unable or unwilling to stop or mitigate… 
 
Second: We owe it to our citizens in Cuba to afford them that 
protection and indemnity for life and property… 
 
Third:  The right to intervene may be justified by the very serious 
injury to the commerce, trade, and business of our people and by 
the wanton destruction of property and devastation of the island. 
 

 

 

Follow-Up Questions 
1. Put each reason for war against Spain into your own words. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Aside from McKinley’s statement, why else might the United States be interested in 
supporting the Cuban rebellion against Spain? 
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Monroe Doctrine 1823 

* Established by President ____________________________________ 

* The U.S. would not get involved in the internal ________________________ 

of any _______________________________ power. 

* The U.S. would not ________________________________ with any existing 

__________________ of any European power. 

* The U.S. would not _____________________________ any further ____________________ of the 

Western Hemisphere. 

* Any attempt by European powers to interfere or intervene in the Western Hemisphere 

would be viewed as _________________________________ actions toward the U.S. 

* This worked because no one __________________________ it until we were strong enough to 

enforce it. 

 

 

Roosevelt Corollary 1904 

* Established by Theodore Roosevelt 

* A.K.A. the ___________________________________________________________ and 

carry a Big Stick. 

* It established the U.S. as an _________________________________ police power 

to prevent intervention from other powers. 

* This made U.S. and European investors happy because it protected 

their ______________________ concerns. 

* This made _________________________________________________________ upset. 
 

 

Presidential Foreign Policy 
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Dollar Diplomacy 1909-1913 

* Established by William Howard __________________________________. 

* It was initiated to preserve ________________________________ of Latin 

America. 

* ____________________________________ would be substituted for 

____________________________. 

* This increased _____________________________________ in foreign countries, 

which made businesses happy. 

* It was used to justify interventions in Panama, Nicaragua, Haiti, and the Bay of Pigs in 

Cuba. 

 

 

Good Neighbor Policy 1933 

* Established by Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

* The U.S. would respect the rights of others. 

* Money would be ____________________________ to build public works 

like bridges, roads, schools, _______________________________ and water 

systems. 

* ______________________________________ was encouraged between the 

U.S. and Latin America by lowering tariffs. 

* A higher standard of living would result and thus the Western Hemisphere would be 

___________________________________. 
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Instructions: Answer the analysis questions assigned to your group.  Be prepared to share 
your analysis with the class. 

Cartoon 1: The Noble Hero 
What roles has the artist assigned to each of 
the countries in Cartoon 1? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What symbolic elements does he use to 
characterize each of the three countries? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In what direction is the artist hoping to influence public opinion in the context of 1896 
(before the Spanish-American War)? 

 

 

 

 

 

Cartoon 2: How Some Apprehensive People Picture Uncle Sam after the 

War 

 
What symbols are used to represent the various 
nations involved in the unfolding drama of the birth of 
the American empire? 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the significance of these symbols? 

Analyz ing  Po l i t i ca l  Cartoons  
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Cartoon 3: John Bull 
What symbols are used to represent the various 
nations involved in the unfolding drama of the birth 
of the American empire? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the significance of these symbols? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cartoon 4: Miss Cuba Receives an Invitation 
In this cartoon a woman represents Cuba.  
What is the significance of this symbol? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the significance of Cuba being 
represented as white and attractive or 
voluptuous? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What does the artist imply about the United 
States’ intentions? 
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Cartoon 5: After the First Mile 
The cartoon represents Cuba entering its 
second year of independence (1903).  How is 
Cuba characterized? 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you suppose is the artists’ attitude 
toward the possibility of Cuba being annexed 
as a state of the United States? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What symbols does the artist use to represent 
stability, order and prosperity? 

 
 

Cartoon 6: Uncle Sam to Porto Rico 
This cartoon dates to 1905 and claims to 
contrast Cuba and Puerto Rico after 
Spanish colonialism.  What symbols are 
used to create the contrast? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note the racial representation of both 
islands.  What is the historical context 
behind these seemingly opposite 
outcomes? 
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The White Man’s Burden 
Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) was a British journalist and writer who became one of the 
leading proponents of Western imperialism in the 1890s.  His belief in authoritarian 
political action made him unpopular with liberals but his numerous novels and books of 
poetry made him very popular with the British masses, especially those who supported 
the expansion of the British Empire.  He was awarded the Nobel Prize for literature in 
1907.  He wrote “The White Man’s Burden” in 1899 at the time when the United States 
was deciding whether or not to annex the Philippines. 

The White Man’s Burden   The cry of hosts ye humour 
   (Ah slowly!) toward the light:- 

Take up the White Man’s burden-  “Why brought ye us from bondage, 
Send for the best ye breed-   “Our loved Egyptian night?” 
Go bind your sons to exile 
To serve your captives’ need;   Take up the White Man’s burden- 
To wait in heavy harness,    Ye dare not stoop to less- 
On fluttered folk and wild-   Nor call to loud on Freedom 
Your new-caught, sullen peoples,  To cloak your weariness; 
Half-devil and half child   By all ye cry or whisper, 
   By all ye leave or do, 
Take up the White Man’s burden-  The silent, sullen peoples 
In patience to abide   Shall weight your Gods and you. 
To veil the threat of terror 
And check the show of pride;   Take up the White Man’s burden- 
By open speech and simple,   Have done with childish days- 
To seek another’s profit   The lightly proferred laurel, 
And work another’s gain   The easy, ungrudged praise 
   Comes now, to search your manhood 
Take up the White Man’s burden  Through all the thankless years. 
And reap his old reward:   Cold, edged with dear-bough wisdom, 
The blame of those ye better   The judgment of your peers! 
The hate of those ye guard- 

 
1. To whom was this poem intended to appeal? 

 
2. What values and assumptions does the author expect his readers to share with him? 

 
3. Who are the “new caught, sullen peoples/Half-devil and half-child”?  Why does the 

author characterize them this way? 
 

4. What does the author mean by “To seek another’s profit/And work another’s gain”?  
Do you feel this phrase is accurate? 
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Instructions: In the following activity you will review nine areas where the U.S. practiced imperialism at the turn of the century. First, 
working with your partner(s) read the provided handout on your assigned imperialized area. Next, fill in the indicated areas on the matrix 
below. Attempt to provide three bullets for each area. When time is called, you will join a large group and share out your information to the 
rest of the class. You will also take notes on other presentations. When your matrix is finished, answer the question at the end. 
 

Imperialized Area Reasons why the U.S. desired to 
influence this area 

Actions the U.S. took to influence this 
area 

Was the U.S. justified in its actions in 
this area? 0 = no way 10 = absolutely 

China 
 

 
 

   

Hawaii 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alaska 
 

 
 

   

IMPERIALISM JIGSAW 



15 

 

Imperialized Area Reasons why the U.S. desired to 
influence this area 

Actions the U.S. took to influence this 
area 

Was the U.S. justified in its actions in 
this area? 0 = no way 10 = absolutely 

Japan 
 

 
 
 

   

Philippines 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   

Panama 
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Imperialized Area Reasons why the U.S. desired to 
influence this area 

Actions the U.S. took to influence this 
area 

Was the U.S. justified in its actions in 
this area? 0 = no way 10 = absolutely 

Puerto Rico 
 
 

 
 
 

   

 
Cuba 
 

 
 
 

   

Dominican Republic 
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Exit Task 

 

1. How would you describe Latin America’s view of the United States as a neighbor at the turn of the  
    century? 

a. Good folk. Invite them over for a barbeque. 

b. Nice people. We borrow a cup of sugar every now and then. 

c. Never spoke to them. 

d. Trailer trash. They’ll steal your propane tank if they can. 

e. The Manson family (family of serial killers from the 1970s). 

Explain why you chose your option. 

 
2. How would you describe the Pacific’s view of the United States as a neighbor at the turn of the century? 

a. Good folk. Invite them over for a barbeque. 

b. Nice people. We borrow a cup of sugar every now and then. 

c. Never spoke to them. 

d. Trailer trash. They’ll steal your propane tank if they can. 

e. The Manson family (family of serial killers from the 1970s). 

 

Explain why you chose your option. 

 
3. How was American imperialism in the Pacific and Latin America similar and different at the turn of the  
     century? 



18 

 

 
 

Instructions: Read the following newspaper excerpt of how the decision to build a canal 
in Panama was made and study the cartoon.  Then answer the questions. 
 
Sometime around 1900 [Philippe] 
Bunau-Varilla and [William Nelson] 
Cromwell formed an alliance.  Their 
purpose was to get the United States, 
which was inclined toward a canal 
through Nicaragua, to change its mind, 
opt for the Panamanian isthmus [,] and 
in the process buy out the worthless 
French claim for a large amount of 
money. 
 
Bunau-Varilla went to see Senator 
Mark Hanna, the most powerful 
Republican politician of his age, and 
abruptly convinced him to favor a Panamanian route.  At the same time, Cromwell made a 
$60,000 contribution to the GOP [Grand Old Part, referring to the Republicans].  
[President Theodore] Roosevelt decided Panama was a bully [good] route also. 
 
The only obstacle was Colombia, because in 1903 Panama wasn’t an independent nation.  
It was a province of Colombia.  A treaty had to be drawn up, and was one which gave 
Colombia $10 million, and the stockholders of the French company $40 million. 
 
From Panama, Bunau-Varilla summoned Dr. Manuel Amador, a physician who worked for 
Cromwell’s railroad… He presented the doctor with $100,000 supplied by J.P. Morgan, a 
secret code, a declaration of independence, a draft of the new nation’s constitution, and 
the soon-to-be-born republic’s flag, thoughtfully designed and sewn by Madam Bunau-
Varilla. 
 
Thus equipped, the doctor was sent back to Panama, where the workers from the railroad 
were recruited into the revolutionary army. 
 
With the arrival of the United States cruiser Nashville in Panamanian waters, the flag of 
liberty was run up, and when Colombian soldiers arrived in the province to put down the 
insurrection, the railroad refused to transport them.  The new republic was immediately 
recognized [,] and its ambassador plenipotentiary [with full authority], who was, surprise, 
surprise, the enterprising Bunau-Varilla, had the treaty signed within ten days. 
 

The Panama Canal 
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Follow-Up Questions 

1. According to the writer, how was the United States persuaded to choose Panama as  
     the site of the canal? 

 
 
 
2. What was the obstacle preventing the canal from being built in Panama? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. When the Colombian soldiers arrived to put down the insurrection, what    
     happened? 

 
 
 
4. What is Roosevelt doing in the cartoon? 

 
 
 
 
 
5. What is the message of the cartoon? 

 
 
 
 
6. Are the message of the cartoon and the news article similar or different?  Explain. 
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Video Guide:  “Americans Build the Panama Canal” 

 

1. The Panama Canal is the world’s _____________________dam and the biggest artificial 
___________________. 
 

2. Who was the person most responsible for the canal being built? 
 
 

3. How did Alfred Mahan’s book The Influence of Sea Power on History  influence T. 
Roosevelt? 

 
 

4. The Panama Canal connects the _________________________________ with the 
________________________ Ocean. 
 

5. Because of this canal, it meant the Navy could____________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

6. What one event pushed the project to the forefront of attention? 
 
 
 

7. Why was Panama considered to be the ideal choice for the Canal? 
 
 
 

8. What problems did de Lessep encounter in his attempt to build the canal at 
Panama? 

 
 
 

9. What political stumbling block did the Americana encounter when they took over 
the project? 

 
 
 

10. How did the Americans “manipulate” this problem to their advantage? 
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11. The U.S. paid __________________________________________to Columbia to control the land   

  and canal. 
 

12. How did Dr. Gorgas contribute to the eventual success in the building of the  
  Panama Canal? 

 
 

13. When was the Panama Canal opened? ________________ What world event  
  overshadowed its grand opening? 
 

14. How has the Canal made our world “smaller?”  
 
 
 
 
 

15. What is significant about the date, December 31, 1999?   
 
 
 
 

16. Why is it significant that the Canal remains neutral territory? 
 
 
 
 

17. T. Roosevelt’s is credited with this statement on the Canal: 
“ No single great material work…….is of such importance to the American people.”   

 
Considering how the Canal came to exist, how justified were the American people in 
building the Canal? 
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